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New Legislation
Senate Bill 27 was referred to the Senate Education Committee on March 28th. This bill would create a moratorium on creating new Cyber Charter Schools until 2037.  The Senator from Allegheny County cites that “cyber charter schools consistently underperform both brick and mortar charters and district schools” as the reason for this moratorium. In the memo introducing the bill, she also states, “Students currently have the option to attend one of Pennsylvania's 13 cyber charter schools. Cyber charters generally have unlimited seats and the vast majority of school districts now also offer their own online program – providing plenty of existing capacity for families who want a virtual option.”     
Legislation Updates:
[bookmark: _GoBack]House Bill 1422, which passed in the PA House in July 2023, was brought back to the attention of the education community when the Governor’s budget proposal in February suggested establishing an $8,000 per student payment cap for all cyber charter students. This suggested cap comes from House Bill 1422. 
This bill has been in the Senate Education Committee since July, and many are hopeful of renewed interest since the proposed budget address. Besides standardized tuition for non-special education cyber charter students at $8,000, this bill would align tuition for special education students to the system used for school districts. The legislation also targets conflicts of interest and requires the schools to comply with the state’s ethics and open records law. It would also restrict advertising and event sponsorships and ban enrollment incentives.
Governor’s Budget
As mentioned, the Governor made his budget address on February 6th and called for a per-student cap of $8000 for regular education students attending Cyber Charter Schools. The governor also proposed substantial increases in school funding and significant changes to the post-secondary landscape.  You can find the entire budget on the governor’s website.   
Since his budget address, legislative hearings have been held with offices and departments across the Commonwealth. During the Budget hearing with the Department of Education, it was apparent that both sides of the aisle understand the need for Cyber Charter Reform. Still, some representatives question whether a cap is the best way to achieve this reform.  

Finding your representative
Whether your passion is education, the environment, or health care, knowing who represents you in the State Legislature is important.  You can easily find your representative by visiting the PA General Assembly website. Type in your address, and direct links to all your state legislators are provided. Reach out, and don’t hesitate to have your voice heard. 
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